CROSSING THE BORDERS Tunis, Libya, Egypt

Day 1: Crossing Ras Ejder border from Tunis into Libya:
On your way from Ras Ejder we will drive you east to visit the ancient Roman town of Sabratha. The archaeological
UNESCO World heritage site of Sabratha lies in the northwestern corner of modern Libya on the Mediterranean coast
about 66km west of Tripoli. Sabratha’s port was established around 500BC, as a Phoenician trading post that served as
a coastal outlet for the products of the African hinterland. The Phoenicians gave it the Lybico‐Berber name 'Sbrt'n',
which suggests that there may have been a native town built there prior to the Phoenicians' arrival. Sabratha became
part of the short‐lived Numidian Kingdom of Massinissa before being Romanized and rebuilt in the 2nd and 3rd
centuries AD. The Emperor Septimius Severus was born nearby in Leptis Magna, and Sabratha reached its monumental
peak during the rule of the Severans. The city was badly damaged by earthquakes during the 4th century, particularly
the quake of AD 365. It was rebuilt on a more modest scale by Byzantine governors. Within a hundred years of the Arab
conquest of the Maghreb, trade had shifted to other ports and Sabratha dwindled to a village. After your site
exploration, you continue your journey to Tripoli. O/n Tripoli Hotel
Day 2: Leptis Magna:
Leptis Magna, another archaeological UNESCO World heritage site of Libya was a great port founded by the
Phoenicians and developed by the Romans that grew rich on its trade in wild animals, gold, ivory and slaves from the
African exterior to the Mediterranean, Rome and the rest of the Europe and Middle East. Built of limestone that has
stood the test of time, the city illustrates the pleasure the Romans took in life and the wealth they had to embellish it‐
there are marble bathhouses supplied with water from aqueducts, theatres and forums, triumphal arches and
gateways, basilicas and temples, fountains and markets halls, much in excellent state of repair. On the return journey to
Tripoli, visit an exquisite Roman villa in a secluded location facing the sea, Villa Silene. No expense was spared by its
builder, every room has intricate mosaics and frescoes of the people, sea creatures, birds, hunting and racing scenes,
and its restoration is nearly completed. (BLD) O/n Misratah Hotel
Day 3: Tobruk:
Tobruk is a port city on Libya’s eastern Mediterranean coast, near the border with Egypt. It is the capital of the Butnan
District (formerly Tobruk District). Tobruk was the site of an ancient Greek colony and, later of a Roman fortress
guarding the frontier of Cyrenaica. Over the centuries, Tobruk also served as a waystation along the coastal caravan
route. By 1911, Tobruk had become an Italian military post but during WWII, Allied forces mainly the Australian 6th
Division, took over Tobruk in 1941. Rebuilt after WWII, Tobruk was later expanded during the 1960s to include a port
terminal linked by an oil pipeline to the Sarir oil field. King Idris of Libya had his palace in Bab Zaytoun. O/n Misratah
Hotel
Day 4: Departure to Egypt:
After a typical Libyan breakfast you start your journey east to the Boarder where you will cross in to Egypt and
continue your travels.
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