HIGHLIGHTS OF LIBYA 11 Days & 10 Nights

A thousand miles wide, reaching from the
Mediterranean to the Sahara and bearing traces of
history’s greatest empires, Libya is overflowing with
archeological treasures, picturesque Berber villages and
breathtaking desert landscapes. From the faded
Italianate grandeur and medieval medina of ‘the white
bride of the Mediterranean’, Tripoli, journey to its sister
city, Sabratha, to admire the splendid Roman theatre

and temple. Linger in fabled Leptis Magna, swallowed
by the desert for hundreds of years nowadays one of
the most magnificent Roman cities anywhere in the
world. Explore the oasis town of Ghadames on the
trans‐Saharan caravan route, and wander through the
old medina’s alleys and doorways unchanged for
centuries.

Day 1: Tripoli:
Fly from your designated airport to Tripoli international airport, on arrival you will be transferred to your hotel for a 2‐
night stay. Later you will be taking for a short tour of modern of modern day Tripoli before heading to one of Tripoli’s
lively restaurants for a welcome dinner. (LD) O/n Tripoli Hotel.
Day 2: Sabratha, Tripoli:
Drive out of Tripoli westwards along the coast past orange groves to one of the greatest cities of the ancient world,
Sabratha. Under the blue sky and with the murmur of the sea in your ears, step back in time to the days of the Romans
when this was a bustling, prosperous port that exported gold and ivory to the Middle East and Europe. Admire the
public baths, fountains, mosaics and lavatories, the temple sand, the carefully restored theatre, and enjoy them the
more for being nearly deserted, undeservedly so, but you are well off the usual tourist trail here. (BLD) O/n Tripoli
Hotel
Day 3: Tolmethia, Qsar, Apollonia:
Fly to AlBeida airport (LAQ) and head east to the ancient Greek cities known as the Pentapolis ruins which are
amongst the finest Greek ruins in the world. We will visit Tolmeitha in the shadow of the Jebel Akhdar mountains,
whose ruins of a Byzantine Church, theatre, marketplace, giant cisterns and villas, date back to the 1st and 2nd centuries
BC. Enjoy a picnic lunch in a garden before seeing some fine Byzantine mosaics at Qsar where, in 1957, two Byzantine
churches were unearthed whose floors were covered with breathtaking mosaics depicting gods, animals, plants, rivers,
and the Pharos lighthouse of Alexandria. (BLD) O/n Sousa/Albyda Hotels
Day 4: Cyrene:
We take you to a stunning location on the green Mountains overlooking the sea and the city of Cyrene, which was
modelled on Delphi in the 4th century BC, and grew rich on its fertile soil. It boasted grand architecture and immense
prestige‐many philosophers, mathematicians and astronomers were raised here‐and Cyrene was renowned as the
most beautiful Greek city if its day. It was called ‘Athens of Africa’. It came under Roman control 400 years later and its
glamour was later overshadowed by the great earthquake of 365 AD that destroyed most of the coastal cities of Libya.
However its ruins are still today amongst the most glorious in the world. (BLD) O/n Sousa/Albyda Hotels
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Day 5: Apollonia, Tripoli:
Apollonia was the port of Cyrene and its ruins lie along the coast, some of them underwater, which can be seen when
the sea is clear. Known as the ‘cities of churches ‘ Apollonia has fine Greek, Roman and Byzantine ruins and a lovely
setting amidst eucalyptus and cypress trees. It lies conveniently a few minutes walking distance from the hotel. After
lunch we will fly back to Tripoli. (BLD) O/n Tripoli Hotel
Day 6: Tripoli:
Visit the Saraya Museum that boasts a superb collection of world‐class homegrown classical and modern art. In the late
afternoon there will be a city tour to visit the Gurgi mosque, the Karamanly house and the site of the old British &
French consulates. (BLD) O/n Tripoli Hotel.
Day 7: Leptis Magna:
Leptis Magna was a great port founded by the Phoenicians and developed by the Romans that grew rich on its trade
routes for wild animals, gold and ivory from Africa to the Mediterranean, Rome and the rest of the Europe and Middle
East. Built of solid limestone that has stood the test of time, the city illustrates the pleasure the Romans took in life and
the wealth they had to embellish it‐ there are marble bathhouses supplied with water from aqueducts, theatres and
forums, triumphal arches and gateways, basilicas and temples, fountains and markets halls, much in excellent state of
repair. On the return journey to Tripoli, visit an exquisite Roman villa in a secluded location facing the sea, Villa Silene.
No expenses were spared by its builder, every room has intricate mosaics and frescoes of the people, sea creatures,
birds, hunting and racing scenes, and its restoration is nearly completed. (BLD) O/n Tripoli Hotel
Day 8: Nalut, Ghadames:
Head south through the Jebel Nafusa mountains to see impressively fortified Qsar Al Haj, a granary where villagers
would also shelter if the village came under attack. After a picnic lunch visit to Nalut castle, over 300 years old and
which looks as if it has been copied straight out of a storybook with odd‐shaped windows, twisting alleys and irregular
walls. Arrive later this afternoon in ‘the pearl of the desert’, the atmospheric town of Ghadames. This town on the
fringes of the Sahara was one of the major posts along the great caravan routes from the African interior coast, carrying
precious metals, perfumes, horses, dates and locally produced embroidered slippers. 2 nights in Ghadames. (BLD) O/n
Ghadames Hotel
Day 9: Sahara, Ghadames:
The traditional mud houses in the now –deserted old town are all linked together by palm‐shaded rooftop gardens
which were the domain of the womenfolk, and separated by a labyrinth of covered alleyways where the men
congregated. Relax away from the bright sunlight and hot winds in a typical merchant’s house and a visit a local
museum. Later a jeep takes you out to the sand dunes at Ras Al‐Ghoul (Mountain of Ghosts) to admire the sunset , peer
over the horizon to Algeria and Tunisia, and enjoy a tasty barbecue. (BLD) O/n Ghadames Hotel
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Day 10: Kabaw, Tormeisa, Gharyan, Tripoli
Return to Tripoli along winding mountain roads and low‐lying farmland, visiting Kabaw’s granary where surplus oil,
grain and fodder was stored, and onwards to the abandoned Berber village of Tormeisa. Continue to Gharyan, famous
for its underground houses built by the Berbers to escape the extremes of summer and winter, and hide from invaders
from the coast, Although abandoned in favour of air‐conditioned houses nearby, these unique dwellings cut into the
earth sometimes as deep as 3 storeys, can still be visited. Perhaps buy some of the blue and white pottery for which the
village is famous, before arriving back in Tripoli for a 2 night stay. (BLD) O/n Tripoli
Day 11: Tripoli & Flight Home
A relaxing morning exploring the old town for those last bits of shopping for relatives and friends. We will transfer you
back to Tripoli International Airport for your flight home, (B)
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